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RASOR/UNITE officials remain tight-lipped
BY ASHLEY PHAN

Mechanical bull. Giant inflatable twister.
Big kahuna waterslide.
What's missing from this? Kegs.
Tuesday night, the ongoing rumor of a
non-alcoholic Spam Jam was confirmed by
several members of RASOR/UNITE, a group
that represents the interests of the townhouse
and apartment residents.
According to the RASOR/UNITE mem-

bers, no one agreed to sign for a temporary
liquor license, which is required in order to
provide alcohol at the event. Two people over
the age of 21 must sign: a signer and a backer.
Last year, Fred Fretta, the former townhouse
coordinator, signed the license.
Michael Dominello '06, president of
RASOR/UNITE, refused to confirm or comment on the alcohol situation. According to
Dominello, the group has a budget of $ 16,000
to fund the event, alcohol excluded.

SEE "FUERS" ON P.
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The Incredible Inflating Grade
AVP comments on higher ed. epidemic
BY ANDREW CHAPIN

Earning undergraduate "straight A's" is
a problem that some critics see as a potential
threat to the higher education system.
"There is something inappropriate in the
spectacle of mature adults showering young
people with unbelievable praise," said Harvard professor Harvey Mansfield, a national
crusader against elevated grades. He made
the comment in the April 6, 2001 Chronicle
of Higher Education article entitled "Grade
Inflation: It's Time to Face the Facts."
Mansfield feels that teachers refuse
t o
acknowledge their leniency
because they do not want
their students to think
negatively about them.
"Grade inflation
has resulted from the
emphasis in American
education on the notion

of self-esteem," he said.
However, Fairfield University Academic
Vice President Orin Grossman said that
Mansfield's assessment is not applicable to
Fairfield.
"Unlike the prestigious Ivy League
schools, which tend to hire purely on research
skills, we really do hire faculty members who
care about teaching," he said. "That is one
reason why our grade inflation has been less
pronounced than at those schools."
However, Grossman could not deny the
existence of grade inflation in the academic
world today.
"The number of students getting A
grades has dramatically increased at mostschools, while at the same time, professors
complain that students don't write as well
as they used to or that they don't study as
SEE "ALMOST" ON P.

Conan over Cronkite?
Students turn to infotainment
BY KATE MCGANN

The Duke lacrosse scandal. The immigration problem. Bush's plummeting
approval rating.
There are countless issues that are
making news and affecting our world
every day.
But a recent poll by the University of
Toledo indicates that college students may
not be taking the news - or their primary
news source - very seriously.
In a story from the U-WIRE, students
were found to depend heavily on entertainment TV for their news.
"With little or no time to read the
newspaper or watch CNN during the day,
many students tune in to shows such as
'The Daily Show,' The Colbert Report'

or 'Late Night with Conan O'Brien' after
the rush of the day subsides," according
to the story.
It also insinuates that college students
may have "fallen into a dangerous trend
of using such humorous shows as their
primary source of news."
Politics Professor John Orman disagrees.
"There is no cause for concern in our
democracy. Many older adults are watching these shows too," he said. "If the survey
showed 90 percent of all young people only
get the news from the entertainment shows,
then we might be in trouble."
Fairfield students, however, do not
SEE "STUDENTS" ON P.
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Please recycle: An increasing number of students are turning to alternative sources,
such as "The Daily Show with Jon Stewart," for their news.
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Career Planning rolls out welcome mat for new director
BY MOLLY CONSIDINE
For years Fairfield students have asked
for a change in the Career Planning Center.
They are getting what they asked for now
that Cathleen Borgman has been appointed
the new director of the Career Planning
Center.
A graduate of the Fairfield class of
1980, Borgman brings enthusiasm to her
position which she will begin on June 1,
2006.
"My life has taken many different
turns, and I am excited to incorporate my
past into helping students," she said in a
recent interview with The Mirror. Currently,
she is director of Corporate Relations for
Fairfield's development department.
Being a graduate of Fairfield University
is an advantage for Borgman because of her
passion for the school.
"I believe in the students, and I also
know what I need to work on to better the
Center," she said.
Borgman has a bachelor of science in
psychology and has worked as a marketing representative at IBM. From there she
worked as senior account manager and major account executive at Applied Learning
International before returning to Fairfield.
Vice President for Student Affairs Mark
Reed, who announced the appointment, said
he is confident in Borgman.

Ready
for
Summer?

"She brings experience in the private
sector and a solid relationship with and
understanding of many of the corporate
partners and industries that are vital to successful career planning," said Reed.
The Career Planning Center has had its
share of criticism. Many students think it is
great at getting jobs for business students.
Only liberal arts students feel that they are
looked over.
"As a communications major, I felt like
it was almost a waste to go to the Career
Planning Center because it is so geared
toward business majors." Caitlin Bartlein
'08 says.
Borgman said she sympathizes with
students.
"I understand that it seems as if business students get placed in jobs, they are the
easiest to place; it was the same way when
I was a student here. I think students need
to realize that they need to take the initiative," she said. "Students quickly dismiss
the Center because of the criticism that they
have heard."
Fairfield is not the only school with
problems in career planning for liberal arts
students. The University of Kansas said
its liberal arts college is "not built to give
students both the academic advising and
career planning that the professional schools
- business, journalism and others - offer.
Advising is left up to departments in the
school, which means students often must

Mari Heenan/ Mirror info graphic

New beginnings for Career Planning Center: This pie chart represents the career sectors that graduates of the class of 2005 seeking full-time employment entered.
either do their own advising or seek out a
professor for help."
Borgman said she has heard similar
complaints and encourages students to come
to her with any problems they may have.

Mike's
Pizza

at the Levee
11 am - Midnight

Call NOW!
254-4123
^
^

50% off
bikini
treatments
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06st£trics e£, gynecofoyy
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(203^227-5125

Pizza
Cheese
Anchovies
Bacon

Broccoli
Canadian Bacon
Chicken
Fresh Garlic
Meatball
Mushroom
Olives
Onion
Pepperoni
Peppers
Salami
Spinach
White Pizza
Special
Specialties
Calzone
Turnover
Chicken Turnover
Salads
Chef
Greek
Toss
Sofia Salad
Sides/Others
French Fries
Mozzareila Sticks
Buffalo Wings (12)

Small
$5.75
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$7.75
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$9.00
Plain Cheese
$6.00
$6.00
$7.75
Small
$5.50
$5.50
$5.50
$3.50
$6.00

$2.00
$6.00
$7.00
$2.00
Garlic Bread
Chicken Fingers (w/fries) $7.00

Large

$8.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.75
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$13.00

Borgman plans on meeting with students, faculty and young alumni to fix the
problem. She also wants to meet with recruiters to understand what they are looking
for and relay this information to students.

HOT GRINDERS
Cheese Omelet
Chicken Cutlet
Chicken Parmesan
Chicken Souvlaki
Eggplant & Cheese

$4.00

Meatball
Pepper & Eggs
Pepperoni & Cheese
Philly Cheese Steak
Sausage S Meatball
Sausage

$6.00
$6.00
$6.00
$5.00
$5.00
$6.00
$5.00 w/Peppers $6.00
$4.00
$5.00
$6.00
$6.00
$5.00 w/Peppers $6.00

Western

$5.00

Gyro

COLD GRINDERS

Combo
Godfather
Ham & Cheese
Italian Combo
Roast Beef
Salami & Cheese
Turkey
DINNERS

Manicotti

$6.00
S6.00
$5.00
$6.00
$6.00
$5.00
$6.00
$7.00

Spaghetti W/Chicken
$8.00
Spaghetti W/Sausage or Meatballs $7.00
Spaghetti
$5.00
Stuffed Shells
$7.00
Ziti
$5.00
SODA WATER

$1.00

i very
-Thur

Something in it

$7.00
$7.00
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$4.50
$7.00

oraF
1560 Post Rd
Fairfield, CT 06824-5935
255-2292
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Better Safe thail SOriy: Students want condoms on campus
BY CAMILLE VECCHIONE

In a nation where sex sells, New York
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg has just
given the city that never sleeps one more
reason to stay awake.
With the city's stores full of hats and
T-shirts depicting popular logos, such as "I
Heart NY," Bloomberg's corporate mentality has taken the fad to a new personal level,
as the Republican mayor has announced
possible plans for a New York City brand
condom.
This recent negotiation has rekindled
the debate at Fairfield on whether the university should begin making birth control
available on campus.
"If New York's conservative government is willing to accept sex in society, I
don't understand why our Jesuit campus
can't finally acknowledge it as well," said
Caitlin Murphy '08.
Lorraine Fossas '08, a nursing major
who has studied the consequences of not
using forms of protection and birth control,
agreed.
"Protection saves lives," she said. "It's
a matter that should not be disregarded,
especially for college students. Accidents
happen . . . There are diseases out there.
Sexual lifestyles are a part of our culture
that just can't be ignored anymore."
Brittany Sohn '08 agreed.
"I think Fairfield should start giving

Splashing
into action
Alum working with
killer whales
at Sea World

James Nguyen/The Mirror

Lifestyles, Trojan or Fairfield brand condoms? Students want protection.
as much concern to sex as it does to drinking. Both are inevitable," she said. "Why
provide a means of help and safety toward
alcohol consumption and not sex? Society
has changed over the years. It's time to
acknowledge that."
Gary Nelson, director of the student
health center, noted the position of the
Catholic Church in his response to Fairfield's resistance to condom distribution
on campus.
"We acknowledge to our students that
there are some medical treatments we are
unable to provide because we are a Catholic
institution," he said.
Sociology professor and director of
Women's Studies Rose Rodrigues has a view
different from Nelson's and does not believe
that personal safety should be a discredit to

a university's Catholic mission.
"A plan for the distribution of condoms
... would seem to fall within the parameters
of a university's responsibility to students,"
she said. "Viewing oneself as a Catholic and
protecting oneself from harm ... are not
mutually exclusive. Giving students access
to protection from harm and death does not
compromise Fairfield's commitment to the
Jesuit mission."
Since the Fairfield administration does
not plan to provide students with this protection, some students believe they should take
matters into their own hands.
"I think it would be hilarious if we mimicked Bloomberg and developed our own
Fairfield brand condom," said Stephanie
Angelo'08. "That'd be great! People would
buy them just because they're cool."

Forget the MoMa: Great art comes to FU
BY JESS MITCHELL

The Metropolitan. The Guggenheim.
The Louvre.
Don't have time to travel? Fairfield
University is bringing the world of art to
students on a local level.
The department of visual and performing arts and its art history program, members
of the offices of the academic vice president
and the College of Arts and Sciences and
Campus Planning and Operations have
come together to plan for the development
of a museum on Fairfield's campus, according to Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences, Timothy Snyder.
In order for construction on the available 2,000 square feet of space in the lower
level of Bellarmine Hall to begin, $300,000
must be raised.
Snyder said Father Jeffrey von Arx,
S.J. has provided thoughtful support and
the College of Arts and Sciences Board of
Advisors Chair Jorge Figueredo has helped
enhance the vision for the project.
Figueredo in the process of developing a case statement concerning it, said
Snyder.
Snyder said many different things inspired the development of a museum.
Fairfield has a growing collection of
Irish, Celtic, African, American and Asian
art in storage. The university also plans to
acquire objects on loan from the Cloisters
Collection of the Metropolitan Museum
of Art.
"The university needs a place to
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No more trips to New York: This exhibit in Canisius is a sampling of the art to come.
showcase all the wonderful artwork," said
Snyder.
Snyder said the university has several
collections on display now.
"Our plaster cast collection housed
primarily in rooms in Loyola Hall and the
Kress Collection of ten Italian Renaissance
and Baroque paintings presently housed in
the Library," said Snyder.
The museum will feature Medieval and
Renaissance art, paintings, prints, photography, sculpture, traveling exhibitions, student
exhibitions and a new digital classroom.
As a liberal arts college in the "arts
corridor" between Boston and New York,
Fairfield has opportunities and connections
that most institutions do not.
Students with an interest in the arts are

excited for the museum's construction.
Alyssa Ballard '08 said she has a growing interest in the arts since taking an Art
History class but said it is difficult for her
to visit a museum off campus.
"It's a great thing to have, especially
on campus, so that students get a vision of
the art world without having to go into the
city," Ballard said. "We just don't have that
kind of time."
Other students said they think it is a
great way to learn about other cultures and
increase diversity on campus.
"Sounds like a great opportunity to
bring some diversity onto campus and if
we could overcome student apathy, people
could learn something," said Elliot Smith
'08.
'#%***« V»T#WJV«\V*SVv.v
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BY JESSICA MARQUES

What are you doing after college?
This dreaded question makes students cringe at the thought that they will
actually have to make a decision.
Kelly Steele '05 followed her dream
to be an animal trainer. Now she's training orcas at Sea World in Florida.
"I love my bosses- how many
people can say that? All of the staff has
so much in common through our love
for these animals," said Steele.
At Fairfield, Steele majored in Biology and minored in Marine Science
and Math.
Her experience with the MUSE program senior year allowed her to work at
aquariums with some marine life.
Her years on the Fairfield swim
team really helped her get the job, according to Steele.
One of the hardest parts of the application process is to pass the swim
test, she said.
She attributes this success to her
experience swimming at Fairfield.
After graduation, Steele remembered her first time at Sea World when
she was five years old, and how she told
her parents she wanted to be a trainer.
After college, she applied to some
aquariums on the East Coast.
The most well known, Sea World,
was the only one who returned her
call.
Now Steele's day starts at 6 a.m.
where she needs to get 1200 pounds of
fish ready for the whales.
Throughout the day, Steele works
on the whales' health, which includes
brushing their teeth and taking urine and
blood samples.
Some days she teaches them a
new behavior, exercises and plays with
them.
She also has a relationship session
with the whales, which demonstrates
care for the animals.
"There's never a dull day," Steele
said.
One of the most rewarding things is
"how attached you grow to the whales,
because you take care of them every
day," she said, referring to the 4-monthold whale that Steele has been working
with since its birth.
For people who knew Steele prior
to obtaining her job, being an animal
trainer was a crazy idea.
Yet, she accomplished her goal.
For future Fairfield graduates,
Steele's advice: "No matter what, go
after what you want to do."
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Campus Crime Beat
Drunk woman escorted from hard hat zone
Friday, April 7
11:24 p.m. - Male student
struck by female driving a car on
North Benson Rd. FU police and

the Department of Public Safety are
investigating.
Sunday, April 9
• Jogues snack and juice machines found pried open. $600 worth
of damage was reported.
• Two cars outside 5 block were
vandalized by someone jumping on
the cars leaving footprint indents.
• A mother visiting a student lost
her engagement ring.
8:30 p.m. — A vehicle was hit by
another car on TH 5 block.

Monday, April 10
• Female student was found
walking through construction of
Fr. Kelley building. She was taken
to health center because she was
intoxicated.

• 7 cars towed for chronic traffic
offenders
Wednesday, April 12
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to place your ad for as low as $20!

CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE
Great opportunity for the right
person. Live in an awesome
studio apartment in Westport
for very low rent in xchange for
p/t child care assistance. Must
LOVE children and have a SAFE
driving record. Interested please
call Jennifer at (203) 221-1496
for details.

ROOMMATE WANTED
Share fantastic 2 bedroom
apartmenton Reef Rd.Female
non-smoker. - own spacious
room,fresh paint, new carpet.
-great parking&security. -lovely
clean kitchen (really nice!) &
immaculate bathroom, -cozy,
bright and airy. Available May
1 st for summer rental or start in
September for school year.
Call: (203) 966-4657

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

HS PRE-CALC AND PHYSICS
TUTORS
$23-30/hour based on exp.
Teach in student's home in
Trumbull. Flex sch. Min 3hrs/wk.
445-7000

HOUSE FOR RENT
2006-2007 SCHOOL YEAR
"Green Turtle" at the Beach
Call Tom 203-426-6927
Call TODAY!

BABY SITTER WANTED

HANDS-ON BARTENDER
TRAINING.
1 or 2 week courses. Extensive
job placement.
Lifetime free refresher classes.
NATIONAL BARTENDERS
SCHOOL
Fairfield, CT. Established 1984.
Licensed CT/DOE.
(203) 338-8221
www.learntobartend.com
ENTREPRENEURS WANTED!
JunkBusters ISO friendly,
outgoing, in shape students
for regular part time work.
Experience driving stick shift a
+ but not necessary. $9-10/hour
plus tips. Flexible hours. Call
203.913.1210.
ROOMMATES WANTED
ROOMMATES WANTED: Large
house on Fairfield Beach Road
in quiet area.
1200 sq ft. Washer + Dryer.
Excellent condition.
Call 917-733-8577

FAIRFIELD BEACH
2 apts, 466/468 Reef Rd "The
Brothel", 1 appt. has 4 brms, 2
full baths,
W/D, DW, LR, DR, awesome
kitchen, yard, porch, OSP 2nd
appt. has 2/3
bdrms, full bath, W/D, LR, DR,
kitchen, pantry, OSP. Call John
@
203-231-4020
HOUSE AT BEACH FOR RENT
06-07 School Year
House at LANTERN POINT for
Rent for 2006-2007 school year.
Call Tom for details at
203-426-6927. CALL TODAY!
TWO HOUSES FOR RENT
on Reef Road. Walking distance
to the beach.
Three Bedrooms, 1bath, Washer
& Dryer, Large Kitchen
Terms: Available for Summer/Fall
06, 9 or 12 Month Lease
Call 917.574.8179

•The
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Tuesday, April 11

• A prep students' car was struck
by a stray baseball.
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HOUSE FOR RENT
516 Old field road
No smoking..no pets..security
deposit/credit check; students
need parents' signature; 3+
beds; 2-3 full bathrooms;
living rm dining rm kit w/pantry
Fabulous house...recently
completely remodeled all new
appliances...2 washers...2
dryers..french doors from
bedrooms onto deck..off street
parking, central ac, marble,
hardwood, tile and new carpeting
on floors, new paint on walls..
close to beaches, shopping &
train. Call Norma Jean
254-7739
HOUSE FOR RENT
2/3 bedroom house for rent
on Fairfield beach road. Living
room, washer/dryer, large back
yard, 1 bath. Available now, also
showing for Summer '06 and
Fall'06. 1200 sq ft. Excellent
condition. (917)733-8577
FAIRFIELD BEACH ROAD
Charming, fully-furnished cottage
available for the upcoming
school year ~ Fall '06 to Spring
'07. Ideal for 2-3 occupants.
Spiral staircase to loft. Sliders
to huge deck w/dock directly
on wide canal opposite Long
Island Sound and beach. Gas
heat, wood-burning stove,
washer-dryer, track lights. $1,800
monthly. Phone to see. 227-7097
(Westport).
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Almost 25 percent of
students awarded A's

Hung over? Mom and dad are to blame
Genetics possibly jinked to binge drinking

CONTINUED FROM P.

strong effect on behavior," says Dr. Geoffrey Church, member of the Biology Department at Fairfield University.
"The important thing to remember is that this gene
does not cause anyone to become a binge drinker — it
couldn't," he said.
"What the version of interest may do is cause a
slightly different physiological response in those who
i may find themselves inclined to binging behavior if
they have the right complement of the 5HTT genes. If
these individuals know of a family history of binging
behavior and the link to the gene turns out to be a
significant one then they should think carefully
about putting themselves in situations where
binging is likely," Church said.
Since binge drinking - defined as 4-5
drinks in a sitting - has become characteristic
of several college campuses, it has become
necessary to search for a means through which
it can be moderated.
This correlation may, furthermore, provide a way to cure serotonin imbalance and
limit the universality of binge drinking on
I college campuses.
"Everyone should make themselves
aware of the dangers involved in binge
drinking and the consequences that can
I be associated with it," Church said.

BY SAMANTHA BOUSRI

It may come as a surprise for many
college students to learn that binge drinking
may be a result of genetics.
A research study at the University of
Kansas, headed by Paolo D. DePetrillo, clinical investigator at the national Institute on
Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse, has found
telling correlations between binge drinking
in students and their genetic make-ups.
A group of students between the ages
of 17 and 23 were asked to participate in a
study in which their drinking habits were
noted and saliva samples were taken.
These samples were analyzed to
determine the presence or absence of a
serotonin transporter gene, 5HTT. This
gene is known to cause anxiety and depression, and its presence has been linked
to binge drinking.
The results of the studies revealed that
binge drinking was common in those students who had two short strands of this,gene
- one of the three possible combinations of
strands.
Though the prevalence of binge drinking
is not solely limited to this gene, this correlation
does hold considerable accuracy.
"Genes are not there to cause disease,
though some mutant versions of a gene may lead
to the development of a syndrome or even have a
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Always goes down smooth: DNA may
be linked to your ability to go shot for
shot.

1

hard as they used to," he said. " Yet, they are giving better
grades."
According to the Registrar's Statistical Report, the
numbers show that the amount of A's at Fairfield has increased.
During the 1995,17 percent of 13,987 classes taken by
Fairfield students, distributed A's.
In 2001 during the same time period, 19.95 percent of
the 15,323 classes taken, distributed A's.
Finally in 2005, 24.48 percent of the grades were A's
when 15,689 classes were taken.
Fairfield University History Professor, Dr William Abbott said there is more expected of Fairfield teachers than
Grossman acknowledges. In his manuscript, "The Politics
of Grade Inflation: A Case Study," he said that the expectations of faculty are similar to that of the schools recently
scrutinized for grade inflation.
Mike Davis '08 said that grade inflation has resulted
from of a lack of uniformity in the system. He said that
teacher's contribute to grade inflation because some are
more lenient than others.
Davis also saw a discrepancy in the tests given within
the departments. If they want to stop grade inflation, he said,
"make tests that are approved by department chairs."
Evan Trethewey '09 related grade inflation to a disparity
in the difficulty of courses offered at Fairfield.
"If you just show up to some classes and do the work,
you get an A," he said.
"Why are professors giving higher grades for equal or
even worse work? Why do students expect "B" and even
"A" for average work when "C" is defined as OK, B as good
and A as superior work? Clearly something is going on in our
culture, not just at Fairfield, of course," said Grossman.
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Alex graduates witk insufficient coverage

A Hollywood Tans Member Stands Out!
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NORWALK
440 Westport Ave.
(.07 miles East of Stews)
Norwalk, CT

203-847-7755

Staving in CT?
Here's your health plant

FAIRFIELD
2173 Black Rock Turnpike
(Next to Starbucks)
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FUers disappointed with absence of alcohol
CONTINUED FROM P.
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Over the past five years, alcohol has
been provided to juniors and seniors over
the age of 21. This will be the first year that
alcohol will not be a part of the Spam Jam
event.
Melissa Ringer '06, a former member
of RASOR/UNITE, said that a no-alcohol
policy was not taken into consideration last
year when she was a part of planning Spam
Jam.
"We've had alcohol at Spam Jam for
so many years; we didn't even think of not
having the kegs," she said.
Ringer said that she never saw a problem
with having alcohol at the event.
"If they follow the same rules and
regulations as last year, there wouldn't be a
problem," she said.
Last year students were asked to bring
two forms of ID and wear a wristband in
order to drink alcohol.
The school funds most aspects of Spam
Jam: the food and activities. However, townhouse managers, according to Ringer, have
always raised the money for the alcohol that
has been provided at the event.
Several students expressed disappointment at the fact that the event will no longer
provide alcohol.
"I think it sucks because it's another
change that the school is making where
something gets taken away from us," said
Shawna Murray '06. "Half the fun of Spam

Jam is getting free beer."
Jesse Cushman '06
agreed.
"It kind of fits with the
theme of the year," he said.
"I'm glad they didn't take it
away entirely, but the alcohol was a nice thing to have
there."
Students had mixed predictions of this year's Spam
Jam turnout.
"I bet almost no one will
go now," said Janelle Buckley
'06. "It's just another upperclassmen tradition that
Fairfield is getting rid of and
people are going to get upset."
Meghanne Malinowski
'06 said she probably wouldn't
attend the event."Being that I live at the
beach, I highly doubt I'll travel
to campus for Spam Jam," she
said. "There will be something going on at the beach
anyway."
However, some students
ari Heenan/Mirror photo illustration
are still planning on going to japped out : For the first time ever, this year's Spam
Spam Jam.
jam will not include alcohol.
Alex Millet '06 said, "I
This year Spam Jam will take place
will probably still attend the
event. Since it's my last year here, I would April 29 from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the townstill like to be a part of the activities that will house area of campus, open to juniors and
be offered."
seniors. The event will feature a western
theme and include a barbecue, a dunk tank
with public safety officers, and several prizes
for attendees.
"I live at the townhouses so it's easier
for me," said Cushman. "I think you'll have a
bigger showing from the on-campus students
than the off-campus, that's for sure."

Students go to
net for news
CONTINUED FROM P.
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appear to have followed this recent news
trend.
"I don't really watch stuff like that on
TV, but I'm on my laptop a lot writing papers and stuff, so it's just easier to get news
offline," said Stephanie Angelo '08.
Statistics from the 2006 State of the
News Media report concur. The report
says, "According to date from the Carnegie
Corporation of New York, 41 percent of
Americans ages 18 to 34 say the Internet
is the most useful way to learn, compared
with 15 percent for local television, which
ranked second."
For most students, the Internet consistently overshadows the television as a
news outlet.
"Our TV is on 24 hours a day but it
rarely changes from ESPN or MTV... the
only news I hear is either what teachers
mention in class or what I read online," said
John Zanzarella '08.
Liz Algiere '07 agrees. •
"I mean, it helps that once you log onto
the computer all the top stories'usually show
up on major Web sites," she said." It's nice,
because you can read about the news on
your own time."
But overall, students should be sensible
and diligent with what news sources they
rely on, according to Communications
Professor David Gudelunas.
"Of course, students need to make sure
they seek out a well-varied diet of news and
information and remain critical. Students
should read a newspaper, even if they read
it online," he said.
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FUville's very own Grinch
that stole Spam Jam

by Dan Otfinoski

Kegs kicked
Spam Jam is a tradition we've all come to love and
look forward to. Conceived as an alternative to the
notoriously wild Clam Jam, at its peak one of the most
legendary annual parties of the New England academic
corridor, Spam Jam is what its name implies: a spoof
in itself, a lackluster imitation of the original.
Still, since the Clam is no more and Spam is what's
left, Fairfield students have turned this ill-gotten event
into a bona fide tradition, a veritable rite of passage for
Townhouse and Apartment residents.
For five years, juniors and seniors have enjoyed an
end-of-year celebration with music, burgers, and, of
course, beer; and all under the watchful eye of dozens
of public safety officers. Now, sheepish university
employees are putting the kabash on our beloved endof-year tradition.
Members of RASOR/UNITE, the group responsible
for the event, have confirmed that this year's Spam
Jam will be substance-free, though none are willing to
identify themselves or elaborate on this decision. Why
is RASOR/UNITE, an organization with an annual
budget of over $ 16,000, refusing to take accountability
for the actions that will deliver yet another blow to the
outgoing class of 2006?
The FU administration needs to step up to the plate.
If members of RASOR/UNITE are unwilling to accept
responsibility, there are many individuals who would
have a vested interest in making sure that this party
happens as scheduled.
Mark Reed is one, Tom Pellegrino is another.
Duane Melzer, who coordinates relations between the
University and beach residents, would also do well to
make sure that the last party of the year occur in the
DPS-regulated confines of the townhouse courtyards
and not in the injunction-protected, Fairfield Policeladen decks and yards of Lantern Point.
We're willing to bet that this year's Spam Jam will
go down differently than in years past. While previous
years were characterized by responsible drinking in a
controlled environment, masses of covertly intoxicated
students will fight for their turn on water slides and
mechanical bulls. How is this an improvement?
For those keeping score, here's the tally: 200 Nights
- cancelled; Mock Wedding - no-go; Spam Jam - alcohol-free. Bang up job, guys!
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Designated driving: to do or not to do?
THAT'S PHANTASTIC
ASHLEY PHAN

When the Seagrape was closed, everyone (well,
maybe not everyone, but a majority of people) at the
beach had to relive the days of actually having to
drive to a bar. This meant that someone was going
to have to drive to the bar and then someone was
going to drive back.
Now, the responsible thing would be to have
what we call a "designated driver." As the
designated driver you
are expected to drive
everyone who came
along with you home
safely. Basically, you
have to give up your
night of fun.
But we all know
that being a real designated driver is never
that simple. When your
friends know that you
are the one driving,
their worries tend to
disappear.
In the beginning of
No designated driver? Call
this semester I was sick
and didn't really want to drink, so a few of my girlfriends and a couple of random guys piled into my
piece of crap, tiny Saturn and headed off to an eventful night at Bravo. That was my first mistake.
However, I stuck to my promise and made sure
I only had one drink. I thought one glass of wine
throughout the night was acceptable.
I mean I did have to watch as my friends got
completely wasted. I wasn't just going to stand there.
So I thought to myself, what to do, what to do? I
wasn't having the greatest time, so I went outside,
chain smoked and socialized with a guy who was
also having a cigarette.
I then told him how I was the "designated
driver" and how pathetic it was that I could only have
one glass of wine all night. My big mouth rambled
.-y^M'AMM

on saying that I would definitely pass a breathalizer
test with only one glass of wine in my system.
Little did I know that I was talking to an off-duty
cop. Just my luck, right?
He was cool about it, but told me that I shouldn't
finish the glass of wine because I probably wouldn't
pass, given that I am only like 5' 1" and the chances
of me getting pulled over were pretty high. It seemed
as if every Fairfield cop was parked in front of Bravo
that night, waiting for the bar to close.
So there goes my night, literally, down the drain
as I gave my wine back to the bartender who then
threw it into the sink. I'm usually not the designated
driver so I really didn't know
what I was getting my self into.
All I knew was
that it would be
the first and last
time I would
volunteer.
To top off
the night, the
friends I had
arrived with had
gotten a ride
with someone
else.
So, I had to
Mirror File Photo
drive another
a cab!
group of random
guys back to campus and deal with my good friend
Tom who was very drunk - more drunk than I had
ever seen him.
Before I ended my night as the designated
driver, I had to get Tom out of some trouble because
he thought it was completely appropriate to urinate
right in front of a cop car. He was so drunk and
thought nothing of it. Pulling out his penis in public
is something he has never been embarrassed about.
I guess I contributed to his bad behavior by telling
him, "You better not piss in my car."
The moral to this story: never, I mean never,
volunteer to be a designated driver. Just spend the
$8 on a cab.
Trust me, it will be worth it.
■ f*Jttf*J>*** ^ • _*-J»-'.*-V---'-'. -

-V

ft APRIL 20, 2006

COMMENTARY

Home is where you are
COOP'S SCOOP
ELIZABETH COOPER

I've been doing a lot of thinking lately about leaving this wildlife
preserve and moving somewhere else.
What can I say? I'm a senior, and if
you try to tell me that there are seniors
who aren't thinking about these things,
regardless of whether they're looking
forward to or dreading them, I won't
believe it.
As I sat at my family's Easter dinner this past Sunday, I looked out the
window to see a deer making its way
through the woods behind our house.
Deer sightings in that particular wooded area are certainly less common than
they are up here, but it made me realize
that while some of the quirkier aspects
of life at Fairfield will seldom be found
anywhere else, we will find much of
what is good and interesting no matter
where we go.
Leaving Fairfield is a lot like leaving home (again). When we arrived at
school we became part of a big family that tried to mold us into a wellrounded and responsible individuals,
and in spite of all our best attempts to
rebel, well-rounded and responsible
is pretty much how most of us have
turned out.
Hopefully most of us outgrew our
teen angst as we matured into twentysomethings while at college, but four
years anywhere equals four years of
complaining about any number of
things. We've bemoaned our lack of
school spirit and been discouraged by
the cancellation of athletic programs
and various traditions, but when we

look back on our time here, those will
be the things we will joke about and
our best memories will consist of the
moments that really mattered.
As much as we like to complain,
Fairfield's atmosphere is one that attempts to nurture the whole person,
or at the very least, make each person
aware that life is everywhere, from the
streets of Fairfield to the sidewalks of
Bridgeport, from the very young to
the very old, and that we all have the
ability to choose to be part of it.
When leaving home, you take a
set of keys with you so that you can
get back in whenever you need to.
Though that might not be the case in a
literal sense, we should take keys with
us when we leave Fairfield, too. The
keys we've gotten from Fairfield, such
as compassion, a sense of community
and an uncanny knack for knowing
when turkeys are nearby, won't actually open doors, but they will open
hearts and opportunities (well, maybe
not that last one).
I like to think that as we leave
we'll take with us both the family
values we have learned here and a little
of the rebellious nature that makes
the ordinary more interesting. In the
perhaps too-cliched words of Thomas
Wolfe, you can't go home again. On
the other hand, I tend to think that
when you have a solid foundation, you
eventually learn that it is possible to
take that home with you.
Look around you, Class of 2006:
Life is everywhere, and when we use
what Fairfield has given us to make a
difference in the life of another, only
then will we realize that although we
may leave what has been our home,
home truly is wherever we are.
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I can't understand your British!
CHATTIN' WITH CHAPIN
ANDREW CHAPIN

It rained all day today and my boat shoes
were wet, more saturated than any other day.
And then the announcement, "Who will be
the graduation speaker?" British Robinson?!?
It would have been more interesting if it was
Swiss Family Robinson.
I am not trying to degrade the woman who
was selected to speak at this year's commencement, but who is she? I know she is the senior
advisor for public partnerships in the office
of U.S. Global Aids coordinator, according
to The Mirror, and that she is involved in the
Fairfield Jesuit community.
Fairfield isn't exactly "bringing down the
house" at mass each week though. I'm not
saying that Fairfield students are a bunch of
atheists, but church is not a priority on many
students' to-do lists. With that said, we have
a commencement speaker this year who is
so Jesuit that nobody has ever heard of her.
Or maybe that's just me, but it's early and
I haven't checked Jesuit.org for my weekly
update of Jesuit news.
What's going on at Fairfield? I thought
college was going to be a fresh scene where
the acts brought in were names everyone
knew. Prominent names would speak regularly of right-wing politics, corruption in corporate America, maybe even a new book. If it
weren't for the "Real World" lecture tour, I do
not know what I would do with myself.
I had heard about the prestige of the
commencement speakers. Billy Joel and Tom
Brokaw have spoken at Fairfield in the past,
and even acclaimed journalist Cokie Roberts
was an outstanding choice in 2004. Fairfield
University President Jeffrey von Arx spoke

last year, but he is outspoken about his desire
to stay away from big names and instead
looks for someone with a "familiarity to
Fairfield."
Regardless, what significance does Robinson have in the lives of many of Fairfield's
seniors? More importantly, if this is the stance
the university has taken, underclassman must
feel pretty uneasy about who their graduation
speaker won't be.
Former Presidents Bill Clinton and
George Bush are speaking at Tulane. Basketball legend Jerry West is speaking at West
Virginia. Lance Armstrong will speak at Tufts.
Tom Brokaw will inspire graduates of Stanford. Billy Joel will give encouraging words
at Syracuse. And finally, British Robinson
will speak at Fairfield.
It's not a case of money obviously. That's
FUSA's excuse for the magnificent performances we've seen this year (Dashboard was
a "can't miss" by the way).
Seriously though, I respect the position
von Arx has taken, but if you're going to
have someone with Jesuit ties, why not go
with a priest who teaches on campus? Instead, Robinson will speak before a group
of students who probably are still wondering
why their parents didn't think about naming
them British.
Why shouldn't Fairfield seniors have a
speaker they can tell their family and friends
about? If I had to explain to my friends who
British Robinson was, they would have
stopped listening after I finished reciting her
title.
I mean no disrespect to British Robinson.
She is probably a wonderful woman. The
intention of having Jesuit-related speakers
is fine as long as the speaker can relate to
Fairfield. But we should not be hampered by
this. And it seems that with this choice, that
happened.

Boston College, Georgetown...they ain't got nothing on us
BY BRIAN LYNCH

Recently, I attended a lecture at Yale University for
one of my International Studies classes and learned three
valuable lessons, all of which tie into one major point -1
love this University.
1. When third-year Yale students do not know where
they are going on campus, they are in trouble. I love this
university because I knew where almost every building
was two months into freshman year.
2. Guys, this place is heaven. As Fairfield men, we
live around some of the hottest women I have ever seen
every day and, to make things better, they outnumber us.
Looking for hot women at Yale is like finding cheese on
the moon - it is just not going to happen.
3. In the few hundred years that Yale has existed, it
has already reached its potential. They already have their
old boys' clubs, not-so-secret societies and giant overbearing buildings in the middle of New Haven. Where can
they go now? They've maxed out.
Fairfield University, on the contrary, has existed for
a mere 64 years. And in that time, we have expanded the
campus, established new departments, allowed women
on campus, moved onto the beach and helped the surrounding towns grow enormously. We have since attracted
some of the brightest and most talented professors this
campus has ever seen.
Of course, some of you are going to say, "That's

bullsh*t -1 wanted to go to Villanova or Boston College
but I'm stuck at Fairfield, and they aren't half of what the
other two are!" That's right.
We're barely half as old as either of them, with Villanova dwarfing our 4,000 some odd students with twice
that and BC pulling in 9,000. We're practically the new
kid on the block compared to them. But we're pulling to
the same group of students that's applying to both schools.
Consider the following example:
My sister just went through the admissions process
and was accepted to Villanova, after getting flat-out
rejected by five schools and waitlisted at two of them.
This is a woman who is not an academic slouch. This is
a young woman who it 20th in her class, 2200-something
on her SAT's, takes AP classes up the wazoo, president of
more clubs than you can shake a stick at and a National
Merit Finalist.
BC turned her down, as did Georgetown, Harvard,
Princeton and Columbia; schools that, for someone with
her driven mentality, strong intellect and boundless charisma, should have been easy in's.
The same thing has been happening to many of her
classmates and, if you think about it, this is an absolutely
remarkable advantage for us. If we could steal a fraction
of those possible Ivy Leaguers away and introduce them
to the great opportunities at Fairfield, we could end up
with a surplus of incoming freshman that would represent
what the founding Jesuits hoped all Fairfield students

would become - academically excellent, down to earth
and gifted.
If it weren't for the crackdowns on the beach in
the past couple of years and the locking of townhouse
basements, I would say that the golden era of Fairfield
University is truly ahead of us.
We are bursting at the seams with students. We have
more buildings on the way and our new Men's Basketball
Head Coach could be just the spark we need to make an
NCAA appearance.
The days of Fairfield as a party school have been
coming to an end for some time now, but with the graduation of the class of 2006, we will have lost all connection to the past glory of Clam Jam and the other campus
traditions that once happened here. With stricter policies
at both the beach and on campus in regards to partying,
it seems we are being forced to grow up a lot faster than
we had hoped.
It's up to the Classes of 2007 and 2008 to create some
traditions to carry forward. We don't have much leeway
to work with, but 100 Nights was an unqualified success
and we need to keep things like that going. I urge FUSA
to help plan other great events for our senior class at The
Levee or wherever possible. Help give us a sense of unity,
and we will give you a sense of pride.
No matter what, I still love this school and that will
never change.
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Fairfield students find hidden
art treasures in Loyola Hall

James Nguyen/ me Mirror

"Casting the past" Top left: Fairfield's cast of the Annunciation lunette relief by Andrea della Robbia, circa 1493; Top center: (from left to right) Robin Raber '06, Ashleigh Gorst
'07, Ali Ropiak '07, and Alison Valdner '08 work on restoring plaster casts recently gifted to Fairfield by the Met; Top right: Fairfield's cast of Augustus as Pontifex Maximus, circa 1st
century C.E.
BY TARA

E.

LYNCH

The Parthenon frieze. The Athena Nike. Madonna and
child.
Many of us at Fairfield will never get to view these works
of art in person, let alone be able to touch them. But hidden
in the lower level of Loyola Hall, Fairfield has its own piece
of sculptural history: a collection of almost 60 plaster casts
of famous sculptures from the Greek, Roman, Medieval and
Renaissance eras.
Plaster casts are actual-size replicas of sculptures of
reliefs that have been cast in a mold taken from the original.
While the works aren't originals, they still hold enormous value both in the classroom and at the auction house. At a recent
Sotheby's auction of 177 plaster casts from the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, pieces were sold for prices ranging from $60
to $51,000 for a plaster cast of a Renaissance relief.
Fairfield's plaster cast collection, dirtied after years
of neglect while in storage at a Bronx warehouse, are now
being given new life thanks to the work of one Fairfield
art history class, which has spent its semester restoring the
works of art.
The three-credit course is led by Katherine Schwab, a
doctor of the art history department, and includes 12 students
working to restore the casts so that they can be displayed. The
class has also undertaken research of the pieces, in order to
create a catalogue and web page of Fairfield's collection.
"Plaster casts provide an accurate three-dimensional
representation of the objects we study regularly through slides
in the classroom," said Schwab.
Students in the course have enjoyed the chance to try
their hand at art restoration.
"I think it's great to have such a hands-on class that's
actively making a difference for the university; there's a real
end result, not just a paper," said Lindsay Ault-Authier '06.
"It's great as an art history major to get to do work so closely
related to my field."
"The casts add some great culture to campus," said
Ashleigh Gorst '07. "Right now they're just locked up in
Loyola and not many people besides us get a chance to enjoy

them."
However, that will soon change.
According to Schwab, some of the plaster casts may be
exhibited in the space designated for the museum in Bellarmine Hall. She also hopes that a number of the casts will be
exhibited on the first floor of Canisius.
The students are restoring the pieces using a variety of
techniques they've picked up from sculptors, including using erasers, rags and dish detergent to clean the nineteenth
century casts.
"They're fragile and break apart easily; you never know
what's going to work," said Ault-Authier. "Each cast is really
different, so it's tricky soMetimes. You definitely don't want
to be responsible for breaking one."
"The best part of the work is seeing the progress you make
over a few months, taking soMething covered in dirt and restoring it to a beautiful piece of art," said Robin Raber '06.

The Fairfield collection
Fairfield's collection of plaster casts has been on a long
journey, from the galleries of the Met, to a damp Bronx warehouse, to their current home in Loyola Hall.
Fairfield's collection began when Elizabeth Milleker, a
curator for the gallery of Greek and Roman Art at the Met,
asked Schwab if Fairfield would be interested in taking some
plaster casts. After Columbia University relinquished the
casts they were holding for the Met, they became available
for loan.
Schwab jumped at the opportunity.
Schwab and Milleker arranged for 37 casts to come to
Fairfield on a long-term renewable loan basis in 1991. After
more than 70 students worked to restore the casts, they were
exhibited in a 1994 showing, "Casting the Past," at the Walsh
Art Gallery.
In 2004, Met curators approached Schwab once again,
this time to see if Fairfield could take a gift of 19 plaster casts
from the museum
Today, Fairfield's collection includes 59 plaster casts: 37
of which are on loan from the Met since 1991 (which may be

gifted to the university in the future), 19 gifted from the Met
in 2004, two from the Yale University collection, and one cast
that was given to Fairfield by a local donor.

The history of plaster casts
The history of casts dates back over 2000 years, when
the process was invented in Greek workshops. While replication of Greek sculpture was popular in Roman workshops, it
became increasingly important during the Renaissance. Artists
drew from plaster casts of sculptures from antiquity to learn
how to represent the human figure.
During the nineteenth century, great American museums
including the Met in New York City and the Museum of Fine
Art in Boston acquired a large collection of casts.
In the early decades of the twentieth century, as museums
had more money to buy original works of art, the plaster cast
collections were destroyed or put into storage. For decades,
the Met stored its cast collection under a viaduct on Riverside
drive and 158th Street and later in a Bronx warehouse, where
they fell into disrepair.
In recent decades, however, there has been a resurgence
of plaster casts, particularly in university collections where
students restore the casts to be enjoyed and used in art history,
studio art and classics courses.
"Fairfield is participating in soMething very special that
positions us within the history of plaster casts in the United
States and Europe," said Schwab. "For students to understand and experience these works of art, to be able to touch
the surfaces of these casts, is important. You can't touch an
original."
"We're doing work that's going to be for the whole
Fairfield community," said Molly Kuhns '09. "SoMething that
our peers are going to be able to look at and appreciate."
Students and administrators will have the opportunity
to view the casts during Open Studios on April 25, when all
of the art studios in Loyola Hall are opened to the Fairfield
community. The free event will be held in the lower level of
Loyola from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
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PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS
HONORABLE MENTIONS

GIBSON

2009

JJREN CESIRO

The Mirror staff would like to thank
everyone who submitted entries to
the Second Annual Mirror Photo
Contest. This year, we received 118
entries from 18 different
photographers. Six prizes were
awarded: first place overall, second
place and four honorable mentions.
First place overall will receive an
iPod Nano and second place will
receive a $25 gift certificate to Chef's
Table. Congratulations to all that
entered!

2006

GREG SURETTE

ROBERT SCANSAROLI

2006

2009

Advertisement

FR PAUL CARRIER
ASKED TO
LEAVE FU ?
After 18 years of dedicated service and inspired community building, Fr Paul has
been asked to leave FU without explanation. Why remove a man from a community
he spent a lifetime building? Why upset a community by removing their beloved
minister? If Fr Paul has touched your life, we urge you and your families to contact
PRESIDENT VON ARX to ask: Why has Fr Paul Carrier been asked to leave FU?
We ask only for a little consideration and transparency
where OUR community is concei
TOs message wag paid for by concerned parishioners and! alumni of FUU Entails okaybutwhv@grnail.com
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Two's company, three's a crowd:
For students living in triples, adjustment to college life is extra tough
BY JODIE PFAU
Three roommates. Two closets. One
problem?
"There's no way I'm going to fit all my
stuff in here!" said Emily Verger '09 as she
walked into her triple in Regis on move-in
day.
But after one and a half semesters, Verger
and her roommates have found a niche for every personal item and have found a new home
within their crowded situation. In fact, they
actually turned down the offer to de-triple in
early December.

LIFE WITH AN EXTRA ROOMMATE
About one-third of the freshman class
started out the year in triples. Since then,
about half of those rooms have been de-tripled
as the Fairfield housing office struggles with
how to best manage a continued overflow of
students.
"The three of us are now best friends. If
you get along and are respectful of each other,
you will be OK. Even if you have no space. I
mean, look, there's no space," she said while
doing her homework with her laptop lying on
top of her bunk-bed.
Sarah Nelson '07, a resident assistant in
Regis, said the students living in three of the
five triples on her floor accepted the offer to
de-triple.
"The girls who de-tripled just wanted
more space," she said. "The girls who didn't
were really getting along and so they could
put up with the space issue."
However, for some freshmen, the option of de-tripling has saved their first-year
experience at Fairfield. Space was not the
only concern.
One freshman, who asked to remain
anonymous, found himself in a two-againstone battle every day. Feeling like the third
wheel, he hoped his room would be offered
de-tripling.
Before Christmas break, he and his
roommates were offered a chance to detriple, so second semester he moved out of
the conflict and in with someone whose two
roommates transferred schools.
"The living situation is a lot better now,"
he said. "I'm happier."

HOUSING'S RESPONSE
"Our main job here is to make sure all
students are comfortable, happy and safe,"

said Kristen Pierce of the office of Residence
Life and Housing.
The responsibilities of Housing include
calming down nervous students and their
parents over the summer, working to de-triple
rooms throughout the year and planning new
ways to deal with the housing shortage.
Although it's a "good problem" for
Housing to face, Pierce says that "the hope
is that the next incoming classes will be
smaller." To be on the practical and safe side,
Housing has already planned for a large freshman class and is using the halls with larger
rooms for the tripled rooms, and is developing
plans for a new residence hall to be built on
the quad.
The issue of tripling scares a lot of incoming freshmen and causes a lot of stress
both before and during the year.
"The most stressful part about adjusting
to life at college was living in a triple," said
Beth Masterson '09.
RAs and the First Year Experience (FYE)
program are available for tripled-freshmen to
use as resources to help them deal with the
additional stress and conflicts of their living situations, and stay positive about new
experiences.
"Many freshmen have never had to
share a room with anyone their whole life,"
said Deirdre Eller, the director of the FYE
program.
Every freshman has to adjust and learn
how to live with a new person's habits and
personality, but the students in triples have to
deal with two new people, as well as the issue
of limited space.
"I like to tell freshmen that [being in a
triple] means they have one more friend and
one more group of friends," said Eller.

A NATIONAL TREND
The housing shortage is not unique to
Fairfield. Tripling is happening all across
the country.
Ohio University added almost 200 beds
to meet the demands of an higher-than-predicted freshmen class size estimated around
4,000. After one quarter of the year though,
there was immediate relief for the student
overcrowding, as withdrawals and 120 noshow students created more space.
Syracuse University enrolled 460 more
students than the 3,035 they intended to for
the Class of 2009. To accommodate, the University is in the process of planning to build
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Anyone have some extra Yaffa blocks?: For students living in triples, space is scarce.
a new dormitory, specifically to house more
freshmen and sophomores. It would take 18
months to plan and 18 months to construct
such a hall.

NEXT YEAR: PROBLEM SOLVED?
The freshmen tripling issue here at
Fairfield might not be such a problem next
year. According to Kurt Schlichting, a member of the University's Enrollment Management Group and a sociology professor, the
undergraduate admissions office is admitting
fewer students this year for the Class of 2010,
with a target of 820 to 830 students. This
might help to balance out last year's incoming
class size of 940, Schlichting said.
"This still doesn't solve the problem [of
the housing shortage]. Now the sophomores
will have a housing issue," said Schlichting.
But what if Fairfield keeps admitting
more and more students? According to
Schlichting, that's not possible. Demographic
and population statistics from professional
research show that in about three or four
years, the number of high school graduates in
the regions of New England, New York and
New Jersey will decline, and consequently,
the number of students applying to Fairfield
in the near future will also decline.
A large incoming class simply means
that Residence Life has to create triples and

that adjunct professors are asked to teach
extra classes. If Fairfield ever saw an exceptionally large class, not only would the
University have a hard time accommodating
and finding beds and desks for everybody,
but also the uniqueness of this University
would weaken.
"It would be the perfect storm," said
Schlichting with a laugh. "Fairfield has no
plans to grow."
The one-on-one interaction between
students and professors and a small campus
are characteristics Fairfield thrives on.
"We do what we do well. We don't want
to change that," said Schlichting.
Predicting how many students will accept their admittance letter is an inexact science. These days, high school graduates are
applying to as many as 23 colleges, according
to a New York Times article. With electronic
applications, and many schools waiving
application fees, it is easier for students to
apply to more schools. Therefore, colleges
are seeing many more applicants than they
have in the past.
Thus, the Class of 2010's size will remain a mystery until the first day of school
this fall. But the issue of triples and the housing shortage should not be a huge conflict.
"It's been very stressful," said Masterson, "but learning to adapt and deal with it has
been a part of my freshman experience."

Celebrate Earth Day by making a difference
In honor of Earth Day, which falls on
April 22, the Students for Environmental
Action (SEA) club has created several
events on campus:
SNEAKER MOUNTAIN: What are
you going to do with those old smelly shoes
in the bottom of your closet? We Recycle

is working with SEA to remake donated
shoes into playground and sports equipment. You may have seen the mountain
being built in the Barone Campus Center
this week. On Earth Day, it will be move
to the lacrosse game.
SEA urges students to go to the lacrosse came and donate your old sneakers.

Cellular phones and electronics will also
be collected for environmentally friendly
recycling. You can also sign a petition to
help Fairfield assign someone the important
position of heading the recycling program
on campus.
BEACH CLEAN-UP: On Sunday,

April 23 there will be a beach clean-up.
Buses depart 2 p.m. from Alumni Hall.
Students who participate will receive free
t-shirts and food. E-mail Shannon Bali
at 06_sbali@stagweb.fairfield.edu with
your t-shirt size if you are interested in
participating.
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Big city dreams: After graduation, students flock to cities
BY CHRISTINA STODDARD

With diplomas in hand, college grads across the nation are flocking to big cities in
pursuit of glamorous jobs and an exciting culture.
Almost all of America's big cities have increased their population of college graduates over the past 30 years, even though most of their overall populations have decreased,
according to a study by the Associated Press.
Big cities offer a condensed and sizeable job market for graduates looking to put their
degrees to use immediately. It is also hard to ignore the enticing social life and culture that
these metropolitan areas offer young adults.
"I can't wait to move to the city," said Katherine O'Neill '06, who accepted a job
in New York City that will start in June. "After spending a semester abroad in London,
I'm really looking forward to living in a fast-paced city again, especially coming from
suburban Fairfield."
Allison Emde '06 also plans on moving to New York City after graduation.
"I spent a year studying in New York as a freshman, and I loved the experience," said
Emde. "I'm excited about living in Manhattan again."
The cities themselves benefit from this influx of educated inhabitants. According to
the article by the Associated Press, a city's economic success partially stems from the
percentage of college graduates working and living within its borders.
Cities with educated adults generate high-paying jobs, which in turn attract more
degree-holding adults to contribute to a city's well-being, Richard Vedder an economics
professor at Ohio University, told the Associated Press.
Seattle was ranked the best-educated city as of 2004 (over half of its adults hold bachelors degrees), with mostly southern and western cities following close behind, according
to the Associated Press. Meanwhile, many cities of the northeastern area are lagging,
indicating that Fairfield graduates are not necessarily following the trend.
Northeastern states have some of the highest percentages of college graduates; Massachusetts, Connecticut and New Jersey are included among the top five states in the
nation. Yet these graduates are not necessarily living in the region's cities, leaving the list
of top 10 cities with the highest percentage of college graduates void of any northeastern
representatives.
Dennis Amrine, interim director for the Fairfield University Career Planning Center,
said that he thinks Fairfield's seniors are more focused on pursuing jobs in the tri-state
area rather than specifically chasing city-based jobs.

"We've always had a core group that has wanted that experience of the city," said
Amrine. "But I wouldn't say that group has necessarily grown."
However, the idealized picture of city life in place of college life still holds strong
for many students.
"I have two more years to go, but I already know that I'd love to find a job and live
in the city," Jackie Mautone '08 said. "Aside from the work, the city has so much else:
museums, shopping [and] clubs."

James Nguyen/The' Mirror

One juicy Apple?: College graduates tend to relocate to big cities after graduation, and
New York is one of the most popular destinations for Fairfield grads seeking high paying
jobs.

Enjoy Your Winter in Our Oasis,
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You know there's no alcohol at Spam Jam when
by Dan Oftinoski

the student apathy problem is finally cured.
SMALL APARTMENT FOR RENT

JUDOKU JUMBO
©2006 Joshua O'Connell. All Rights Reserved, http://www.in-pursuit.com

AVAILABLE FOR 2006-2007 SCHOOL YEAR:
IMMACULATE FURNISHED STUDIO
APARTMENT FOR ONE PERSON LOCATED
ON COLLEGE PLACE WITH BEACH ACCESS,
MODERN KITCHEN & BATHROOM. $7,000
FOR SCHOOL YEAR PLUS UTILITIES,
SECURITY & GARBAGE. PLEASE CALL
SARAH OR GREG MCALEER AT 203.256.9436
FOR INFORMATION
Many people rely on The Mirror
as a secondary source of relief.

Write for us...
...and be Fairfield's print
version of Ex-Lax.

Send us your stories:
By E-mail...
themirror@stagweb.fairfleld.edu

...by mail...
Mailroom Box AA

The future of toilet reading
material is in your hands.
(Pardon the pun.)
■■■■■■■

...or by hand!
Campus Center Room 104
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A Sudoku Jumbo puzzle is solved just like regular Sudoku, but it's bigger.
Instead of numbers, the letters A through P are used.
Each letter appears once in each row, column and 16-box square.
Cross off as letters are fullyused:ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOP

C B F
A
E
N M
G L M 1 D
C
A
F P
L
M
C
N
F
F M
H
C N
L
K E
G A
E
N
L
M
B G F
F
H
A
M
K
D
E A
H
P
A D
1 L
G

4

K

1

C
O
B
H

H
K E
1
C D
F E
P
H
C
G
D
1
C G J
H
J
N
G J
D
O H
B
K M
N J
1
F
B
L
1 A
D G 1 P F
K
J
A O M
N

Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com

Week of
4/3/2006

www.fairfieldmirror.com

SPORTS

Final ECAC matches key for
NCAA bid
CONTINUED FROM P.20
"We have a lot to build on for this season
and next season as well," said Spencer. "We
aren't getting as much help from our freshmen class as we were last season, and our
sophomore and junior classes are strong and
have a lot of potential."
The Stags have three remaining games
to try to reach the postseason. Two of these
games are against the top 20 teams in the nation. No. 14 Loyola, Md. will be the Stags first
opponent followed by No. 8 UMass.
The season finale will be against St.
John's, who has yet to record an ECAC victory.
"We have had some of the worst losses
this season in my entire 11 years here, and that
is frustrating," said Spencer.
The Stags' next game is April 22 at 1 pm
at Lessing Field against No. 14 Loyola.
"Winning three games in a row would
be great, but it will be a challenge," Spencer
said.
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Bearing down: Stags' Head Coach Ted
Spencer will have his hands full as an
NCAA bid is falling out of reach
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An addition to the truest list in sports
DOODY CALLS
BEN DOODY

'anted something
to read the other
day. So after I
finished reading everything - and by everything I mean, did you know Mark Loretta's
parents, brother and sister, took a Duck Boat
tour of Boston last weekend? - about the Red
Sox' 7-6 win over the Mariners on April 17,
I decided to scroll through the best list ever
compiled.
That list, the top 99 reasons why baseball is better than football, was compiled by
The Washington Post's Thomas Boswell in
1987.
Everything on it is every bit as true now
as it was then. So, with all due respect to the
Hogettes, the Lambeau Leap, the West Cost
Offense, the Two Minute Drill and every other
contribution football has made to Western
civilization, I thought of a few more things
to add, with inspiration from the last 19 years
in sports.
In honor of baseball season, here's my
list, which, if combined with Boswell's,
would complete the 109 biggest truths in
sports:
100. Baseball celebrated Jackie Robinson Day last week, commemorating the 59th
anniversary of the day baseball's color barrier
was broken. Ask any American historian and

W!

he or she will tell you Robinson is among
the ten most influential Americans of the 20th
century. Babe Ruth is probably there too. I
dare someone to name a football figure in
the top 100.
101. Baseball is a sign of spring with it
comes leaves on trees, the end of the school
year and an excuse to play hooky from work
to enjoy a day at the park. Football comes with
cloudy weather and midterms.
102. No. 10 on Boswell's list is so good,
it gets to be repeated: "The [1987] Redskins

104. In 2004, Massachusetts's junior
senator came within a stadium's worth of
votes for being the 44th president of the United
States, but still lost out to General Manager
Theo Epstein, who led the Sox to their first
Series title since the Wilson Administration,
in the balloting for The Boston Globe's
"Bostonian of the Year" award. Try to find 10
people who can name the general manager of
their favorite football team.
105. Everyone knows that Don Larsen is
the only pitcher in baseball history to throw a
no-hitter in a playoff game (his was a perfect
game in the 1959 World Series), but no one
knows or cares that Desmond Howard of the
1996 Packers is the only special teams player
to win the Super Bowl MVP award.
106. In football, the top two topics of
conversation after the biggest game of the year
are the commercials and the halftime show.
107. In Chicago, football's Cardinals
struggled to win, so they moved to St. Louis,
where they were overshadowed by the baseball Cardinals and moved to Phoenix. The
Cubs, on the other hand, are approaching 100
years without a World Series win and sell out
every home game.
108. Baseball has "Put me in Coach,"
"Take me out to the Ballgame" and "The Boys
of Summer." All football has is the "Twins"
song from Coors' Light commercials. Try
listening to that one without the video.
109. If an eighth grade boy French kisses
a girl, he tells his buddies he got to first base;
not that he got a first down on a six-yard carry
by his running back.

In Chicago, football's Cardinals struggled to win, so they
moved to St. Louis, where they
were overshadowed by the
baseball Cardinals, and moved
to Phoenix. The Cubs are approaching 100 years without a
World Series and sell out every
home game.
have 13 assistant coaches, five equipment
managers, three trainers, two assistant GM's,
but for 14 games, nobody could kick an extra
point. "
103. When a team wins the Super Bowl,
its a nice story, but a week after the game,
most serious sports fans are only thinking
about which non-roster invitees are coming
to Spring Training.

Semester Break
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Student Work Program
WINES

$20 Base Pay + Incentives
• Excellent Resume
Experience
• Flexible Hours
• Advancement to
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(less than 1 yr.)

• National
Expansion
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• All Majors May
Apply
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•

Health & Wellness
Industry
Helping others to
get healthy
Training Program
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Team Focused
Environment
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DU8RA 1.75 L
BUKOFF 1.75 1

$10.99
$11.99

SMIRNOFF FLAVORED VODKA

$19.99

- ALL TYPES . $20.99

CAPTAIN MORGAN'S RUM 1.75 L
JACK DANIEL'S 1.75 l
SOUTHERN COMFORT 750 ML
(AGERMEISTER 750 ML

$24.99
$35.99
$16.99

ANTERA PLNOT GRIGIO 1.5 L
ARANCIO NERO DAVOLA 1.5 L

$9.99
$9.99

FRANZIA 5.0 L BOX - ALL VARIETIES
BERINGER WHITE ZiNFANDEL 1.5 L

$9.99-513.99
$9.99

$16.99

For full information and to apply visit;

www.HaleJobs.com

KEGS
$50*+
MILWAUKEE'S BEST
$45 «

30 l>K CAN
$11.99+*

VlKINGFORD. 1.75 L

Apply now, begin after Exams

& SPIRITS

*not responsible for typographical errors

CALL 203.259.7795 AND
RESERVE KEGS FOR YOUR
NEXT PARTY.

WHATEVER YOU NEED,
IF WE DON'T HAVE IT WE
CAN GET IT!

LOCATED LESS THAN
ONE MILE FROM

CAMPUS, NEXT TO
DUNK1N DONUTS
ON THE POST ROAD.
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Making "cents" of athletic spending Softball goes 3-1 on crucial weekend
CONTINUED FROM P.20

Rider's men's basketball team was the
worst team in the MAAC, while its women's
team finished in a tie for last place. Iona,
which won the conference's men's basketball
automatic bid to the NCAA tournament, was
in seventh place on the spending list, using
$6,620,005.
However, when Fairfield defeated Ohio
State in men's lacrosse on May 1,2005, Fairfield's men's lacrosse program was spending
more money in operating expenses ($119,740)
than Ohio State's program was ($87,955).
"At times, we have been defeated in
championship competition with teams having
fewer resources," Doris said. "What if does
mean is that the MAAC has become more
competitive and that winning is not a given.
Saying that athletic spending has essentially
stayed the same is not a negative because
the resources are sufficient to be a writing
program."
Vice President for Student Affairs Mark
Reed, whose office supervises the athletics
department said," money is also not the answer always to whatever you may want
to achieve. Strategy, management, effective execution of a plan and efficient use of
resources are often just as important, if not
more so. Money may put you in position to be
able to try some things, but I've seen plenty
of places with less do more."
Fairfield's new plan for athletics, outlined
last month, will help make sure that all athletes
feel appreciated. The planned elimination of

the tier system will surely change the way
the athletic department funds different teams
in the future.
Student reactions are mixed about the
way money was spent on athletic programs.
"I don't think any more money should be
spent out of tuition on athletics," said Anthony
Monelli '06. "The current resources should be
redirected in such a way as to improve competitiveness and foster a greater connection
between the student body and athletics."
Ben Zanghi '06 also felt that spending is
only necessary if it contributes to the status
and prominence of the university.
"I think that it becomes a business decision for Fairfield," said Zanghi. "I haven't
done the math, but I do know that the goal of
any university would be to gain competitive
advantage and prestige among other good
schools, such as ranking high on TIME
Magazine's college rankings. This, in the end,
gets students better jobs, etc."
Others thought that the department
should spend more money, especially on less
recognized sports.
"I think they should spend more of the
budget on the hockey and soccer teams," said
Matt Tramonato '07.
Said swimmer Bridget McKeon '06:
"Our team would greatly appreciate seeing
some money allocated to things like its own
locker room or better advertising of sports
events. We are a Division I Varsity league and
should be looked at in comparison to the other
teams and what they are doing, especially in
the MAAC."

BY CHRISTINA CASELLE

Facing a critical weekend, Stags softball
faced doubleheaders against Providence College and Iona College.
In their first showdown with Providence,
the Stags fell short by an 8-3 count. They tied
in the second game at 2-2, before the game

Elyse Raby/The Mirror
Ready for action: After big weekend wins,
Riannon Thomas '08 and the Stags will
look to finish strong and make the postseason.

was called after 10 innings due to darkness.
The Friars continued their success following the 8-3 victory in the first game by
scoring first in the second game. Fairfield
tied the score when Harris' single sent pitcher
Cagney Ringnalda '07 to score in the bottom
of the fourth. Erin Frank '08 slammed a solo
home run in the sixth that gave the Stags
their first lead of the day. After Providence
scored the tying run in the top of the seventh,

Fairfield pitchers Ringnalda and Jennifer
Maccio '09 didn't allow the Friars to score
for the remainder of the game.
The Stags then swept MAAC contender
Iona with a 7-6 win in the opener and finished
game two with a 5-4 victory.
"We knew that both teams would be out
to get us," said pitcher Tara Hansen '06. "We
knew that we needed a sweep because we
weren't in the best position in MAACs with
three losses already."
On April 15, the Stags gained a three-run
lead after two innings on Frank's two-run
homerun and Hansen's RBI single. By the
bottom of the seventh inning, Iona had pushed
ahead, after a grand slam to make the score
6-4. The Stags were able to add two runs in
the seventh, however, to tie the score with an
RBI single from Logan and Harris.
"I think that in the last game against
Providence and in both games against Iona,
the entire team played to our potential," said
Frank. "When we were in tiebreakers, we
didn't just roll; we fought to the end and
played tough."
Against Iona, the Stags started off with
four runs by the third inning with an RBI from
Logan, a two-run homer from Frank and an
RBI single from Ringnalda that led Logan to
score. The Stags avoided a comeback as Frank
hit a double that drove in Hansen to tally the
game-winning run.
"I think we just need to relax and play
like we know how," said Frank. "At this point,
you can't do much more."
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SCHOOL

OF

GRADUATE
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SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT
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2424 Black Rock Tpk
Fairfield

We Are Open Late!
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Does spending money equal success?
The New York Knicks own the National Basketball Association's worst record, 20-54, despite having league's the highest payroll ($120
million). In the Bronx, the New York Yankees
have consistently spent more than any other
baseball team and have consistently won.
To say the Stags are like the Yankees of
their respective leagues would be a stretch,
but their fiscal expenditures seem to follow a
similar pattern. According to the 2001-2002
Equity in Athletics Disclosure Act (EADA),
which each school must file to satisfy NCAA
regulations, Fairfield spent $8,241,475 on
total athletics. This placed them first among
schools that are a part of the Metro Atlantic
Athletic Conference (MAAC), to which many

of Fairfield's sports teams belong.
The most recent statistics show that
Fairfield was in third place in the MAAC
after spending $8,302,022 on total athletics in
2004-2005. The total accounted for roughly
five percent of the university's total expenses
according to the school's tax forms. Fairfield
now trails Rider University and Loyola College of Maryland, who spent $8,433,482 and
$8,349,270, respectively.
"Spending does not always translate into success," said Fairfield Athletic Director
Eugene Doris. "For example, within the
MAAC, all men's basketball programs have
the full'complement of scholarships. Yet
some programs have been more successful
than others."
SEE "MAKING CENTS" P.
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For Stags, payoffs don't equal playoffs
BY JOE SERZAN

20
$41,781

$112338
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Stags getting pushed around
BY LORRAINE MILLINGTON

Three-game losing streak. Three games
remaining in the season. Three stand-out
juniors.
Are these three the reasons why Fairfield
men's lacrosse team can turn their season
around and make some noise going into the
preseason?
The Stags are 4-6 overall and 2-2 in the
ECAC, but have been unable to gain consistency this season.
"This team is like Jekyll and Hyde because we have been really good at times and
we have been really bad at other times," said
Head Coach Ted Spencer.
The Stags lost their last non-conference
game on the road to North Carolina, 18-9, on
Saturday afternoon. The Tar Heels notched 10
goals in the opening 30 minutes for the first
time this season.
Mike Bocklet '07 scored a team-high four
points on four goals for the Stags. North Carolina improved to 3-9 overall, despite remaining
winless in conference play.
Keith Hodson/The Daily Tar Heel
"It seems that in a lot of games we have
the
lead
and then we make silly mistakes,"
Outnumbered: The Stags dropped their third straight losing to UNC 19-8 and will need a
said Bocklet. "We change our game and it
miracle finish in the ECAC to earn an NCAA bid

has come back to hurt us in our losses. We let
teams take us out of our game."
The big three of Bocklet, Greg Downing
'07, and Mike Kruger '07 are having solid yet
quiet seasons.
Downing missed three games, while role
players have been inconsistent. Downing and
Bocklet are among the top four players in their
first year in the ECAC conference netting two
goals per game. Kruger is in the top 10 in saves
each contest.
"It was good to get presence for the team
and we want to do it for ourselves and the
school," said Bocklet. "This season has had a
lot of letdowns, because we had a lot of hope
coming in. We felt that we have let down
people who are coming out here to watch us
play."
The sophomores have stepped us this
season as five players are ranked in the top 10
in individual team statistics.
Travis Nelson '08 is third on the team in
points scored with 21 off of 16 goals netted,
which ties him with Bocklet for best on the
team. Brendan Finnerty '08 is sixth on the
team with 11 points.
SEE "FINAL" P.17

Baseball takes two of three from Jaspers, breaks even in MAAC; Scaife reaches 100 RBI
BY ALI BART

After clobbering Fordham 12-6 on
Wednesday, April 12, the Fairfield baseball
team traveled to Manhattan this past weekend for a Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
(MAAC) series, sweeping the doubleheader
on Saturday, but then falling short in Monday, April 17'sfinaie.
Fairfield took the first game 1-0 with
graduate student Paul DeMarco striking out
three and allowing four hits in seven innings.
Freshman Dan Gallagher closed the shutout
and gave up no hits.
"Paul pitched a gem and allowed us to
pull out a win even though we had a lack of

offense," said John Scaife '06. "Our defense
has remained solid all year and is undoubtedly one of the top in the league, which we
take extreme pride in."
Fairfield's 7-4 victory in the nightcap
began as Scaife recorded his thirteenth
career home run.
Manhattan came back to tie, scoring on
two Fairfield errors, but the Stags regained a
3-2 lead when Scaife popped up a sacrifice
fly to score Albie DeSimone '08.
Manhattan tied again in the fifth with
a home run and took 4-3 lead in the sixth
with an RBI triple.
From there the Stags began to rally as
DeSimone, Brian Schappert '07, Anderson,

Scaife and Girolamo all recorded hits in the
final three innings to finish off the Jaspers.
Ace Ed Kamintsky '07 struck out four
batters while allowing one walk and eight
hits in six innings. Gallagher came in with
a perfect seventh inning and his fifth save of
the season, tying him for second in Fairfield
record saves in a season.
"On Saturday everyone came together
as a team ready to give everything they had
to support one another as we took the field,"
said Scaife.
Although the Stags suffered a 10-3 loss
in Monday, April 17's game, Scaife provided
the silver lining by joining the Fairfield
baseball's 100-RBI club.

He knocked in two homeruns for his
seventh RBI in the weekend series alone.
Scaife is nine RBIs short for the fifth place
slot on the university's all-time list.
Scaife's first homerun in the fourth
put Fairfield on the board, but Manhattan
answered back with an RBI single. A big
fifth inning gave Fairfield hope, but could
not close the deficit more than 8-2.
Scaife added his third homerun of the
weekend despite losing 8-4.
Fairfield advanced to 6-6 in the MAAC
with their next game, a non-conference
match up, against Yale on Wednesday
April 19.

